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1 . WE WERE NOT AWARE THAT THE RTG CUSTOMS SITUATION HAD 
CHANGED DURING THE PAST MONTH TO THE EXTENT THAT IT WOULD 
NOW BE ADVISABLE TO REDUCE THE SIZE OF THE CUSTOMS 
ADVISORY TEAM. REEERENCE (B) REQUESTED EY 76 CONTINUED 
FUNDING FOR THREE PERMANENT ADVISORS, AND REETEL (C) GAVE 
NO INDICATION THAT A REDUCTION IN NUMBERS WAS DESIRED. 
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2. BEFORE APPROVING ANY CHANGE IN THE TEAM'S SIZE, CCINC 
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AND THE EAST ASIA INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON NARCOTICS 
NEED A DETAILED JUSTIFICATION FROM THE FIELD, INCLUDING 
RTG VIEWS ON THE MATTER. COMMENTS FROM THE MISSION AS 
WELL AS THE CUSTOMS ADVISORY TEAM ARE WELCOME. 

3. FYI: WE NOTICE THAT THE TOURS OE JOSEPH ERNST AND 
JAMES GORMAN ARE DUE TO EXPIRE IN JANUARY 1976. SINCE ANY 
POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF ADVISORS IS STILL 
UNDER STUDY, WE PLAN TO GO AHEAD WITH SELECTING THEIR 
SUCCESSORS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE THE MISSION'S VIEWS AS 
TO WHAT QUALIFICATION AND BACKGROUND WOULD BE MOST SUITABLE. 

END EYE KISSINGER 
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